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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 14616 
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SUBJECT: CDU/CSU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE KOHL'S VISIT 
TO THE USSR, SEPT. 22-30 

SUMMARY: CDU/CSU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE HELMUT KOHL WILL 
VISIT THE SOVIET UNION SEPTEMBER 22-30. KOHL, WHO WILL 
BE THE GUEST OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE RSFSR, WILL BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY DEPUTY FRAKTION LEADER VON WEISZAEKER AND 
FRAKTION FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN WERNER MARX. THE CDU 
LEADER'S PURPOSE IN MAKING THE VISIT IS: A) TO HELP 
PROJECT A STATESMANLIKE IMAGE FOR THE 1976 ELECTION; B) 

TO PROVIDE A FIRST-HAND OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN SOVIET 
VIEWS, AND; C) TO IMPRESS THE SOVIETS THAT IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO LIVE WITH A CDU GOVERNMENT IN BONN. AMONG 
THE TOPICS KOHL EXPECTS TO DISCUSS ARE CSCE IMPLEMENT A - 
TION. MBFR, DETENTE, THE GDR AND BERLIN. KOHL'S 
ADVISORS DO NOT EXPECT THE SOVIETS TO MAKE CONCESSIONS 
ON OUTSTANDING ISSUES WHICH COULD HELP THE CDU/CSU 
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ELECTION. THE VISIT WILL PROVIDE BOTH SIDES AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO TAKE EACH OTHER'S MEASURE. END SUMMARY. 

1. CDU/CSU CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE KOHL WILL VISIT THE 
SOVIET UNION SEPTEMBER 22-30. HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
CDU/CSU DEPUTY FRAKTION LEADER RICHARD VON WEISZAEKER. 
FRAKTION FOREIGN POLICY SPOKESMAN WERNER MARX, CDU PRESS 
SPOKESMAN WILLY WEISKICHER, PERSONAL ASSISTANT, HORST 
TELTSCHIK AND A GROUP OF WEST GERMAN JURNALISTS. 

2. KOHL HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY INVITED TO VISIT THE SOVIET 
UNION BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE RSFSR. HE IS NOT 

SURE WITH WHOM HE WILL HAVE APPOINTMENTS AS THE DETAILS 
OF HIS SCHEDULE ARE STILL BEING DISCUSSED. A SOURCE 
CLOSE TO KOHL TOLD US THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE EXPRESSED 
SOME UNHAPPINESS ABOUT WERNER MARX ACCOPANYING KOHL 
BECAUSE OF CRITICAL STATEMENTS MARX HAS MADE IN THE PAST 
ABOUT SOVIET LEADERS. 

3. THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT AS FAR AS THE CDU IS CON- 
CERNED IS TO PROJECT AN IMAGE OF KOHL AS A STATESMAN, TO 
GIVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN FIRST-HAND KNOWLEDGE OF 
SOVIET VIEWS, AND TO IMPRESS THE SOVIETS THAT THE USSR 
COULD LIVE WITH A CDU GOVERNMENT IN BONN. 

4. KOHL AND HIS PARTY EXPECT TO DISCUSS CSCE IMPLEMEN- 
TATION. MBFR, DETENTE, THE GDR AND BERLIN. ONE OF THE 
MEN ACCPANYING KOHL TOLD US THAT KOHL EXPECTS THE 
SOVIETS TO BE CRITICAL OF THE CDU'S OPPOSITION TO THE 
CSCE AND THAT IT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING IF THE SOVIETS 
BLAMED FRANZ JOSEPH STRAUSS' INFLUENCE ON KOHL FOR THE 
CDU'S OPPOSITION TO THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT. OUR SOURCE 
SAID THAT KOHL WILL HAVE THE SOVIET VISIT VERY MUCH IN 
MIND WHEN HE SPEAKS BEFORBEFORE THE CSU CONVENTION 
IN MUNICH SEPTEMBER 13. 

5. COMMENT: KOHL AND HIS ADVISORS ARE VERY MUCH AWARE 
OF HIS LACK OF EXPERIENCE IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS (ESPECIALLY 
COMPARED TO HIS OPPONENT HELMUT SCHMIDT) AND THAT HE 
MUST DEVELOP A REPUTATION AS A GERMAN POLITICIAN WHO 
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CAN DEAL WITH WORLD LEADERS. THE MOSCOW VISIT, HIS TRIP 
TO CHINA AND HIS PLANNED VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES 
ARE ALL PART OF THIS EFFORT. KOHL'S ADVISORS DO NOT 
EXPECT THE SOVIETS TO MAKE CONCESSIONS ON OUTSTANDING 
USSR-FRG ISSUES WHICH COULD HELP KOHL DEFEAT CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT NEXT YEAR. NEVERTHELESS, THE VISIT (KOHL'S 
FIRST VISIT TO THE USSR) WILL, IF HANDLED CORRECTLY, 

HELP HIS IMAGE AND WILL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR BOTH 
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HTT.T.F. NBRAND 
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